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Rethinking of the discourse that

disability(/ impairment) is individuality

Tomoko YAMAGISHI

This paper reconsiders the discourse over whether a disability (impairment) is
individuality. In the current usage, the word “individuality” has a very narrow
meaning: it only indicates the differences recognized by society. 1 categorize the
recognition as praise or tolerance.

At present, individuality is worthy of praise when a person who is considered to
have a negative difference achieves positive results and the causal relationship is
judged to be strong by society. In thiscase, the “results” must have originality. And
individuality evokes tolerance when the person’s handicap does not lead to a serious
negative result.

Disability (impairment) is regarded as a negative difference now. Therefore,
people with a disability could be praised as having individuality when they achieve
positive original results that are a direct consequence of the disability (impairment).
Further, the social environment is a factor in whether a disability (impairment) leads
to a serious negative result. Therefore, disability (impairment) is not always
associated with a serious negative result. In addition, what constitutes a “serious
negative” result is determined by society. In these cases, individuality becomes an

object of tolerance.

Key Words: Individuality. Recognition, Disability (impairment)
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