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The Process of Disease Experience as Seen in
the “Narratives” of Long-Term Pediatric Cancer Patients:
A TEA Analysis of Interviews with Children with Cancer

Tomoko OMATA

The purpose of this study was to visualize the process of the disease experience of
long-term pediatric cancer patients who developed the disease in an era when survival
rates were not high, and to clarify what kind of support was provided in the context of
scarce resources. Data from interviews with three long-term pediatric cancer patients
were analyzed using the Trajectory Equifinality Approach. As a result of the analysis,
the disease experience was visualized by dividing it into five phases: (1) enduring the
disease onset and treatment, (2) turning away from the disease, (3) facing and con-
fronting the disease, (4) accepting the disease and living with it, and (5) taking on the
role of supporting the patient. In addition, the following three types of support were
identified: (1) “the power to turn away from the disease and situation,” a method of cop-
ing with situations in which treatment is endured and explanations of the disease are
insufficient; (2) “the power to transform” into active awareness and behavior triggered
by life events; and (3) the power of peers.

Key Words: Long-term childhood cancer patients, Explanation of the disease,
People/places to consult, Peer, Peer support
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