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The Trends and Challenges in Education Related to Care
and Welfare in Certified Social Worker Training
Curriculum: Based on Reviewing the Curriculum
of University Training Schools for Social Welfare

Nozomi MATSUMOTO

Two previous revisions to the curricula of certified social worker training programs
have resulted in gradually narrowing down the content and reducing the hours spent
on nursing care. These changes are unsuitable considering the changing requirements
of the aging Japanese society, education, and social work practice. Therefore, this study
focuses on the university training schools for social welfare to describe the trends and
identify the challenges in education related to nursing care.

One hundred eighty-four schools analyzed in the Ministry of Health, Labour and
Welfare document, were examined to determine whether their syllabuses included
subjects related to nursing care. It revealed that 151 schools (82.1%) had subjects that
covered “nursing care” in their education. Simultaneously, it revealed certain
challenges, such as a lack of uniformity in the content taught in various training
schools, suggesting that students of different schools graduate with various levels of
knowledge and techniques. Future studies should further examine the type of content
of “nursing care” that meet the requirements, and evaluate their educational efficacy.

Key Words: Social worker training curriculum, Care and welfare, Education,
University training schools for social welfare
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