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A Study of Policy-Making Process of Support Projects
for the Children and Youth in Japan and Korea:
Focusing on “Issue Network”

Satoshi MATSUMURA, Jaeho PARK

The purpose of this paper is to refer to the significant functions of issue network
toward policy-making process of support projects for the children and youth in Japan
and Korea. So, I've studied recent concrete policy cases in both countries, considering
how issue networks have influence on policy issues.

Nowadays, in Japan, we find some change in the conventional type of bureaucrat-led
politics and a variety of actors, including researchers and civic groups, participate in
issue networks and these networks spread as agenda through public-private partner-
ship, coping swiftly with modern complex policy issues. To take an example, the welfare
models in Japan is recently shifting to individual-centered policy.

Compared with Japan, Korean civic movement of citizen-initiated community is
prevalent while the network is expanded in cooperation with politicians and profes-
sionals. Many young people are eager to join issue network, discussing policy trend
and it will give a helpful suggestion to Japanese counterparts.

I hope to clarify a new development in policy-making process in welfare states based
on factors which create the difference between Japan and Korea.

Key Words: Comparison between Japan and Korean, Issue network, Support projects

for the children and youth, Policy trend, Welfare model
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