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“Socialization” in the Study of Social Welfare:
Constructing the Concept of “Socialization of Nursing
at the End of Life”

Atsuko SHIRAISHI

The purpose of this paper is to infer suggestions for constructing the concept of “so-
cialization of nursing at the end of life.” Toward this end, I analyzed every available
discussion, main argument and definition of “socialization” in the study of social wel-
fare such as “socialization of elderly care.”

Discussions of “socialization” in the study of social welfare differ based on the period
when they were actively discussed, but there are similarities: “socialization” has been
promoted in relation to institutions and policies and has been influenced by changes in
each era’s background, social conditions, values, and norms.

Although “socialization” in the study of social welfare has various meanings, there is
a common concept in which the whole society would do what the family etc has been
doing privately and limitedly.

These results suggest what is important for constructing the concept of “socialization
of nursing at the end of life.” It is to clarify the ideology and purpose and to identify
the responsible parties or organizations that based on the common concept of “social-

ization” in the study of social welfare, and to discuss the institutionalization.

Key Words: Socialization of nursing at the end of life, Socialization of elderly care,
Institutionalization, The study of social welfare, Constructing a concept
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