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Historical Study on the Relationship Between
the Concept of Small Facility and the First Group Home
of Severely Physically Disabled Individuals in Yokohama

Rie ARTHARA

In 1984, a group home of severely disabled individuals opened in Yokohama, Japan,
without any local government subsidy. Its concept developed from the practice of
Fureai-no-kai, a disability organization which encouraged the congenitally severely dis-
abled to live independently in the community. The leader of Fureai-no-kai was Ryuji
Yada, who was the central figure of the Kanagawa Joint Association of Aoi-shiba-no-kai
in the 1970s . The association aimed to value the process by which severely disabled
people live independently while interacting with others, and to change the sense of
values of society. This study describes the period from the beginning of the activity
of the Fureai-no-kai to the opening of the first group home, and considers its relation-
ship with the concept of small facility proposed by the Kanagawa Joint Association of
Aoi-shiba-no-kai.

Key Words: Group home, Fureai-no-kai, Ryuji Yada, Kanagawa Joint Association of
Aoi-shiba-no-kai, The concept of small facility
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