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Functions and Roles of Village Cadres to the Elderly in Rural China

Interviews with Village Cadres of Town A in Jiangsu Province

Mao HAIYAN

This study, in order to understand the situation of village cadres’ support provided to
the elderly, and then to clarify the functions and roles in rural China. I performed a
semi-structured interview for 6 village cadres of Town A in Jiangsu Province and
analyzed using KJ method.

It is suggested that village cadres are provided manifold and multiple support to the
elderly. It is also suggested that village cadres are playing functions of institutional
execution, life infrastructure, advocatory, abuse arbitration, daily life support, and
playing multiple roles of mediator, information provider, founder, advocator, custodian,

assistant.

Key Words : rural China, elderly, village cadres, support, function and role
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