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The effect about the introduction of public subsidies
for Mothers’ Clubs

Shinichi UEKI

Although the mothers’ club was given official recognition in 1948, the number of local
clubs did not show much increase until the 1970s. It increased rapidly from 1973, and they
came to serve various functions at community. One of the main reasons for these revived
activities was the fact that the clubs began to be subsidized by the national government. This
paper attempts to clarify the process of this government-led family strengthening and
community organizing by interviewing related parties and analyzing relevant documents.

As a result of research, (1) the government used the existent mothers’ clubs to reinforce
community and family ties, (2) mothers’ club was leading figure of the child care support at the
same time, has the feature of an active organization for mother education, as a result that it was
judged that it could achieve family policies, it was established increasingly by public subsidies
in 1973, and (3) became able to achieve mother education required by the government and the
penetration of the statue of mother. Thus, it could explain that the intent of national support
for child rearing and the method of penetration of the target.

Key Words: mothers’ club, public subsidies, national organization, national support for child
rearing, family policies
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